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Topics: Service Provider Strategies

AT&T Kkills plan to use LTE in WCS C, D Block for
in-flight Wi-Fi services
November 10, 2014 | By Mike Dano

AT&T Mobility (NYSE: T) is no longer planning to build a nationwide wireless
network for airplane passengers, and will instead invest in international and video
products.

The news, first reported by Runway Girl Network, comes shortly after AT&T
announced plans to acquire Mexican wireless network operator lusacell for $2.5
billion, and as it works to compete its $49 billion acquisition of DirecTV.

"After a thorough review of our investment portfolio, the company decided to no
longer pursue entry into the Inflight Connectivity industry,” Fletcher Cook, a
spokesman for AT&T, said in a statement to Bloomberg. "We are focusing our
capital on transformative investments, such as international and video."
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AT&T recently said its Project VIP network investment plan is ahead of schedule
and that it has "essentially completed" its LTE network buildout. The carrier also
reduced its capital expense budget for next year by 14 percent to around $18
billion.

The news that AT&T is vacating the in-flight Wi-Fi space appeared to buoy others
in the market. As Bloomberg pointed out, Gogo's stock rose 10 percent
immediately after the news broke. Gogo has spent about $1 billion building its
business and EV-DO network to serve airlines. "We look forward to competing with
existing competitors and anyone else who wants to get into the space," Gogo CEO
Michael Small told Bloomberg.

AT&T announced in April that it would build an "innovative air-to-ground network"
using LTE technology and some of its spectrum to offer in-flight Wi-Fi services
starting in late 2015. The action directly challenged current in-flight connectivity
players like Gogo, Row 44, Inmarsat and others. AT&T said it would partner with
aerospace company Honeywell to install the required hardware on airplanes to

NEWS TOPICS ANALYSIS FEATURES LIBRARY EVENTS JOBS MARKETPLACE

FOLLOW US

JOIN 75,000+ INSIDERS

SIGN UP FOR OUR
NEWSLETTER

| EMAIL ADDRESS |

FierceWireless is the wireless industry's daily
monitor. Join 75,000+ wireless industryinsiders who
get FierceWireless via daily email. Sign up today!

POPULAR STORIES

‘ MOST READ ‘ | MOST SHARED |
How Verizon, AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile and TracFone
stacked up in Q3

T-Mobile nears end of transitioning customers on
legacy plans to Simple Choice, boasts of benefits

T-Mobile's Legere opposes reclassifying broadband
under Title Il in net neutrality debate

AT&T kills plan to use LTE in WCS C, D Block for
in-flight Wi-Fi senices

Grading the top 8 U.S. wireless carriers in the third
quarter of 2014

THE LIBRARY: EBOOK

Architecting the Media Gateway of the Future

| SPONSORED BY': INTEL

@ Today, full featured set-top boxes
distribute content throughout the
home. In the future, gateways will likely exist in

1/5


http://www.fiercewireless.com/node/334941/print
http://www.fiercewireless.com/users/mdano/contact
http://www.fiercewireless.com/request-reprint?reprint_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiercewireless.com%2Fstory%2Fatt-kills-plan-use-lte-wcs-c-d-block-flight-wi-fi-services%2F2014-11-10%3Futm_medium%3Dnl%26utm_source%3Dinternal&reprint_title=AT%26T+kills+plan+to+use+LTE+in+WCS+C%2C+D+Block+for+in-flight+Wi-Fi+services+
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiercewireless.com%2Fstory%2Fatt-kills-plan-use-lte-wcs-c-d-block-flight-wi-fi-services%2F2014-11-10%3Futm_medium%3Dnl%26utm_source%3Dinternal&text=AT%26T%20kills%20plan%20to%20use%20LTE%20in%20WCS%20C%2C%20D%20Block%20for%20in-flight%20Wi-Fi%20services%20-%20FierceWireless%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiercewireless.com%2Fstory%2Fatt-kills-plan-use-lte-wcs-c-d-block-flight-wi-fi-services%2F2014-11-10%3Futm_campaign%3DAddThis%26utm_medium%3DAddThis%26utm_source%3Dtwitter%23.VGPAkPnUcQQ.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiercewireless.com%2Fstory%2Fatt-kills-plan-use-lte-wcs-c-d-block-flight-wi-fi-services%2F2014-11-10%3Futm_campaign%3DAddThis%26utm_medium%3DAddThis%26utm_source%3Dtwitter
http://www.fiercewireless.com/signup?source=Organic-Inline-FierceWireless-FierceWireless
http://www.fiercewireless.com/
http://www.fiercewireless.com/signup?source=Organic-Web_followus-FierceWireless-FierceWireless
http://twitter.com/FierceWireless
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=3467168
https://www.facebook.com/pages/FierceWireless/140288599391026
http://www.fiercewireless.com/mobile
http://www.fiercewireless.com/events
http://jobs.fiercewireless.com/home?affiliateid=2708
http://www.jazdcommunications.com/commtech/?utm_source=fiercewireless.com&utm_medium=nav&utm_campaign=partner_integration

11/12/2014 AT&T kills plan to use LTE in WCS C, D Blockfor in-flight Wi-Fi services - FierceWireless

support the service. Honeywell said the service could generate as much as $1
billion in revenue over the next decade, Reuters reported in April, though AT&T
declined to provide its own revenue estimates.

In an FCC filing that came to light in August, AT&T offered an insight into the
reasons behind its in-flight Wi-Fi plans. The company said it would likely use its
WCS C and D Block spectrum to provide in-flight Wi-Fi services because pointing
the antennas up at the sky would reduce the possibility that a standard, ground-
targeted wireless network would interfere with operations in adjacent bands,
including Sirius XM radio.

AT&T in 2012 acquired $600 million worth of more WCS spectrum from
NextWave. It's unclear what the carrier will now do with those airwaves.

For more:
- see this Re/code article
- see this Bloomberg article

Related Articles:

AT&T to expand wireless network to Mexico with $2.5B purchase of lusacell
AT&T: We're using WCS C, D Block spectrum for in-flight Wi-Fi because of
interference concerns

AT&T looking to buy all of Sprint's 2.3 GHz WCS spectrum licenses, possibly for
in-flight Wi-Fi

AT&T targets Gogo, others with plan to launch in-flight LTE by 2015

AT&T scores AWS, 2.3 GHz WCS spectrum for LTE

Sign up for our free newsletter | EMAIL ADDRESS

Filed Under AT&T, AT&T Mobility, Gogo, in-flight wi-fi, LTE, Row 44, WCS, Wi-Fi

1
COMMENTS

16 Comments

Wireless_learner -

ATT could use it for FDD Carrier Aggregation or Small cells or mix and match of both.
Some readers suggesting TD LTE, | honestly dont think mixing TD LTE and FD LTE is
any good idea. | know Sprint is doing it. | am not in favor it.

. Jason Maloney .
s AT&T is already deploying WCS blocks A and B for carrier aggregation. This
article is about the unpaired C and D blocks which cannot be used for traditional
LTE service due to causing harmful interference to the SDARS spectrum in-
between them. That spectrum is used for satellite radio, both via satellite and
via terrestrial repeaters.

Nate Opgenorth -

They should have just ran TD-LTE 2300MHz (Band 40). This way they could get two
10MHz TD-LTE channels going....they originally wanted to essentially make their own
band class of Band 30 and do FDD LTE which would only get them a single 10MHz
LTE channel....they are tripping up...l know SiriusXM has interference concerns but did
they really think blasting 2.3GHz at the sky would mitigate this over blasting it
horizontally at likely lower powers?! Someone explain this to me! I'm been practically
praying AT&T would use the WCS 2300 Band for TD-LTE lol
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