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A blow in the battle to keep the Internet free and equal

<p>The debate regarding Net neutrality has reached a fever pitch, and
all the drama is <a rel="nofollow" href="http://arstechnica.com/tech-
policy/2016/04/house-passes-gop-bill-to-undermine-fccs-net-neutrality-
More

The debate regarding Net neutrality has reached a fever pitch,
and all the drama is centered in the House. On Friday,
representatives voted 241 to 173 to pass H.R. 2666, otherwise
known as the No Rate Regulation of Broadband Internet
Access Act. The bill, if signed into law, would negate the
Federal Communication Commission’s powers to enforce net
neutrality provisions, and is considered a blow in the battle to
keep the Internet a free and equal space.

The issue, FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler says, lies in the
manner in which the term “rate regulation” is defined within the
bill. Because there’s so little specificity in the language of the
legislation, Wheeler fears that the FCC could be barred
altogether from managing situations like the blocking and
throttling of sites and speeds. Furthermore, the FCC could also
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Representatives behind the bill insist that the FCC has
exceeded its statutory authority and must be reined in. “We all
know that what they’d like to do is regulate the Internet so they
can tax the Internet, so they could then come in and set all the
rates,” Republican Representative Marsha Blackburn

said, according to the Associated Press.

And industry folks also appear quite pleased by these latest
developments.
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spurs greater investment in broadband networks,” the American
Cable Association said, adding that while Wheeler may have
promised not to over-regulate, this bill “shields the market from
action taken in this area by future FCC leaders who might not
feel bound by promises made by earlier FCC officials.”

Related: FCC won't investigate Netflix data throttling, angers
net neutrality opponents

CenturyLink also noted that it was surprised “that there’s any
opposition to this bill given that the administration has stated on
multiple occasions that it is not interested in regulating
broadband prices.”

Even so, it looks as though the Obama administration is
planning on vetoing the bill regardless, especially considering
that Friday’s vote was largely split down party lines, with
Democrats voting against the legislation.

“This bill redefines ‘rate regulation’ to mean any action that
involves a rate, not simply the setting of a rate as is understood
today by the general public and even the Supreme Court,”
consumer advocacy group Public Knowledge said in a
statement. “This bill goes beyond the forebearances of the
Wheeler-led FCC to eliminate the ability for the FCC to even
review the reasonableness of a rate. It is an invitation to
monopoly level rates by ISPs, since few Americans have more
than one or two choices for high-speed broadband.”

Also watch: Jeff Pelletier Has a Room Devoted to Legos in His
House

Please enable Javascript to watch this video

e FCC won't investigate Netflix data throttling, angers net
neutrality opponents

e New FCC rules will tighten the reins on ISP tracking of
customer usage

e FCC eyes data collection for next Net neutrality battle
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